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StaTE LIBRARY NEWS

for the People. the Government and the Libraries of New York State

LEGISLATORS:
FOLLOW THE
MONEY

The State Library recently
awarded 177 construction and
renovation grants to libraries
and library systems through-
out the state. The grants were
made possible by the 2010~
201 1 state budget appropria-
tion of $14 million for public li-
Lrary construction and renova-
tion. Libraries receiving grants
provide matching funds.

"The Public Library Construc-
tion Grant program is not really
just about money,” says Linda
Todd, State Library staff. "It's
about the value and impact
the money has on Improving
library buildings and services.”
With the nation’s continuing
econamic problems. more peo-
ple than ever flock to libraries
to find help with job searches,
literacy programs: and other
essential services.

To identify award-winning li-
braries and the amount of their
grants, call (5 18) 486-4858 or
20 tor
<http://www.nysl.nysed gov/
libdev/construc/14dm_ pisi .
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New York State Library News
is produced by the Friends
of the New York
State Library to inform
New Yorkers about the
collections and services of
the State Library.
Editor: Miriam 5. Soffer
Student: Sarah Morse
This newsletter is not
published at state expense.

Summer 2011

BLOOD BATH I

&= =8

N

VIRGINIA

T ——
= =

Rebels discovered a sheltered area where a surgeon was operar-
ing on wounded Union troops and “fiendishly bayoneted them,”
says New York Illustrated News. August 5. 1861,

Commemorate the sesqui-
centennial of the Civil War
by viewing the State Library's
online exhibit, “The First Battle
of Bull Run.” A number of skir-
mishes had taken place since
that fateful Friday, August 12,
when the Confederates started
the Civil War with an attack on
Fort Sumter, but Bull Run was
the War's first major canfron-
tation. It was the bloodiest
battle in the LS. up to that
time.

On July 21, 1861, the Union
Army, led by Brigadier Gen-
eral Irvin McDowell attacked
Confederate forces situated
at Bull Run, Virginia, northeast
of Manassas Junction and a
few miles from Washington,
D.C. Confederates called it the

Battle of Manassas. Union
soldiers envisioned a quick
victory, a march on Richmond,
and a speedy end to the war,
At first they succeeded. Con-
federates, led by General P.G.T.
Beauregard, were driven back
but reinfarcements arrived

in the afternoon, and Union
soldiers were forced to retreat,

About a week after the battle,
Harper's Weekly and New
York Mustrated News, both
in the collections of the 5State
Library, featured graphics and
articles about the conflict and
reported throughout the war.
“The First Battle of Bull Run”
displays about 75 of these
graphics,

Centinued on page 4
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MAKING A
DIFFERENCE

The names of the generous
peopie who joined the Friends
of the State Library at the $50
or more levels are listed below.
They help preserve New York's
heritage and make a major dif-
fererice in sustaining the vital
activities of the State Library
and the Friends. Thank you:

Frank and Jane Alessandrini
Kimberly Alvarez
Elizabeth A. Bell
Barbara Bewverly

lean Clancy Botta
Doris Burke

loseph & Joan Burke
lean G. Burns

Jean & Clesson Bush
lean Coogan

MNancy Jehnsen Curran
George Damiano
Marilyn E. Douglas
Loretta Ebert

Sen. Hugh T. Farley
Judith Hodge

Betsy Holcombe
Carole Huxley

Mary Elizabeth Jones
joseph Krausman

Liz Lane

Arden Leach
Wendell G. Lorang
George Martin

Hon. and Mrs. John McEneny
Barbara Mladinow
Laura-Eve Moss
Pearse Murray

Lucia Newvai

|ane Meader Nye
Mary Redmond
MNorman Rice

Zeb and joAnne Robbins
Donald Roper

Jane Schneider

|ohn Shufelt

Faul M. Shannon
Lorna Skaaren

Dave Smingler
Mancy | Smith

kathi Stanley

Lee Stanton
Katherine Storms
Robert Venables
Stewart Wagner
Diana Waite

Meyer Wolin

lerome Yavarkowsky

“TILL WE MEET AGAIN”

Myra Strachner Gershkoff

Pfc. Bernard (Bernie) Staller

"So.., till then my darling,
tifl we meet again, till
then, nothing counts
except that we love each
other, and we'll be
together when it's over,”

Pfc. Bernard Staller,
March 13, 1945

Three weels after Pfc.
Staller wrote this letter to Myra
Strachner Gershoff, he was
reported missing in action,
On April 16, the Staller famlly
was informed that their son
was killed on March 18in a
German artillery barrage on the
Siegfried Line. The letter of the
| 3th and those Myra. hoping
that Bernie was safe, wrote
cduring the following weel
were the culmination of an
exchange of letters between
Myra and Bernie that began
when they were 15 years old,
Although they both lived in
the Bronx, Myra and Bernie
expressed their love in letters,
Rich in detail abour life dur-
ing the Great Depression and
World War Il, the 700 letters
they exchanged comprise
the "Myra Strachner Gershkoff
Papers, 1941-1245" now in
the collections of the State
Library.

Bernie was attending CTity
College of Mew York when in

February 1944, he joined the
army and was sent to Fort Dix.
Eventually he was assigned

to the 4th Army, 63rd Divi-
sion, known as the Blood and
Fire Division, In November
1944, Bernie was promoted

to Private First Class and sent
to France where his division
was attached to the 7th Army.
His letters detail life at the
front during the final months
of the war. Myra was living at
home and attending New York
University and wrote about life
an the home front,

The collection also contains
items from Myra's scrapbook,
a recording Bernie made and
67 phetographs. "The collec-
tion contains an exceptional
group of letters. Myra and
Bernie were natural writers
and their letters are articulate
and humorous, * says Laura
Cohen, author of the collec-
tion's finding aid, For more
information call (5318 474-
6282,

TELL US

Send comments and questions
about the New York State
Library and its newsletter to:
Mary Redmond
<mredmond@mail.nysed.gov>
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Visit the State Library's Website

<http://www.nysl.nysed.gov>

o Avcess nalional and regional dalabases
i o Beach xeelsion the Library's anline
e ’
- catalog
[EE T ST
sl = T Acoess NOVEL the Slate Library's online
librsry

For more information, call (518)474 5355
Or email: <refserv@mailnysed.govs

ORDER 9066

On February 19, 1942, a little
over a year after the bombing
of Pearl Harbor and America’s
entry into World War I, Franklin
Delano Roosevelt lssued Execu-
tive Order 9066 authorizing
the internment of all individuals
of Japanese ancestry living
on the Pacific Coast. Congress
ratified the order about a
manth later, Although many
of the people rargeted were
American citizens, and some
had family serving in the LL5.
Army. they were forced (o go
to War Relocation Camps. The
LL5. Census Bureau denied that
they furnished confidential
information to advance these
afforts but in 2007, evidence
proved they cooperated.

In 1988, the L5, government
Issued an apology to |[apanese
Americans who had been
interned during World War IL
The bill passed by Congress

and signed by President Rea-
gan blamed “race prejudice,
war hysteria, and a failure of
political leadership” for the
action. Reparations were paid
to internees and their heirs.

You can learn more about
the Waorld War [l internment
of West Coast |apanese
Americans from the State
Library's recently acquired
microfilm cellection, "The
Internment of Japanese
Americans: Records of the
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library.”
The collection's six rolls of
microfilm document the
facilities, justifications given
for the relocation, the legal-
ity, and ather aspects of the
struggles of tens of thousands
of Japanese Americans in-
terned during World War Il

The collection is available at
the State Library and can be
borrowed. For more informa-
tion. call (518 474-5355.

BE A FRIEND

jain the Friends of the New
Yorl State Library. Get the
deep satisfactions of presery-
ing your heritage and sustain-
ing a world-renowned public
research library. Youcan alsc
gel a special discount at a local
bookstore. Select:

# Sustaining Membership.
525, Receive 25% off one
purchase at the Open Door
Boolkstore in Schenectady.

8 Contributing Membership.
550 or more. Receive the above
plus database access, a gift, and
recognition in New York Stare
Library News,

B Excelsior Membership.
£100 or more. Receive all of
the above plus a behind the
scenes tour of the State Library,
a $10 copier card, and an
invitation to a private special
exhibit or program,

Every Friend also receives:

B Free admission to the Friends
Annual Meeting featuring a

talk by an author of a recently
published book

B Invitations to other
stimulating programs at the
State Library.

B A subscription to the New
York State Library News, an
illustrated quarterly newsletter.

Tos jogn Friends of the New York Stare Libvain, ceimplete the form below ancl il i0owith vonre eheek,

New York State Library News

] Yes, | want to join Friends of the New York State Library.

My check for (1$25 [Js50 OJsio0 (Os

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Dnew member
Dreuewa]

__Is enclosed

Make check payable to Friends of the New York State Library and mail to: Treasurer,
Friends of the New York State Library, PO Box 2247 Empire Plaza Station, Albany, NY 12220.




CREATING JOBS

Take a virtual tour of Albany
in 1937 and sample a govern-

ment effort to fight joblessness.

“Albany Guide.” an illustrated
pamphlet, was part of a series
produced by the WPA Writers'
Project, organized in 1935
when the Great Depression
wias draining the nation's
strength.

The Project hired writers, edi-
tors and researchers who were
on relief. Prestigicus authors
such as Conrad Aiken, Saul
Bellow, and Ralph Ellison wrote
aver a thousand publications
about the nation's geography,
architecture, history and
commerce as well as ethnic
studies, folklore, local histories
and nature studies, Federal
sponsorship ended in 1939
but state sponsorship contin-
wed until 1943,

Teo access "Albany Guide,”
a motor tour of the city, go
to <http://purlorg/net/nysly
nysdocs,/4869350x=

IN MEMORIAM

Gerald W. “Jerry” Yauch,
who worked in the State
Librrary mail room for
almaost 20 years. passed
away on August 2. 201 1.
Mr. Yauch. alse known as
“The Singing Mailman”, will
be remembered as a helpful
and cheerful co-worker
and a great foorball and
baseball fan.

RETIREMENT

Sally Legendre

Sally Legendre, principal
librarian for public services,
retired after 43 vears at the
State Library. She specialized
in law and legal research,
served as state law librarian for
two years, and was an associ-
ate librarian for humanities
reference.

Ms. Legendre played key
roles in improving public
access to the State Library's
collections and services, ex-
tending borrowing privileges
and restoring public service on
Saturdays.

"Sally strived to be a consis-
tently fair and highly ethical
public servant, always keeping
the welfare of library users and
library staff uppermost in her
mind,” says Research Library
Director Loretta Ebert.

BLOOD BATH
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The exhibit is a boon for
professional historians, civil
war buffs, and for anyone who
would just like to know more
dabout the Civil War. It is also
a rich resource for researchers
seeking illustrations for print
or online articles about the
Civil War. Graphics depict
life in the camps and scenes
of the brutality of soldiers on
both sides. Also included are
pictures of recruitment, Lin-
coln and the Cabinet viewing
the troops, portraits of army
officers, and a host of other
historic and emotional mo-
ments during the sarly days of
the Civil War.

The virtual visit to the Battle
of Bull Run reminds us of the
great contrast in 19th and
2 Ist century weapons of
war and the difference in the
method and speed of news re-
ports from the front. It is also
a testimonial to the constancy
of war's death and destruction.

“The First Battle of Bull Run”
was conceived and designed
by State Library staff. Cara
lanowsky carme up with the
idea. Vicki Weiss selected
the images, Victor Des Rosiers
scanned them, and Diane
Madrigal assembled the
material and put it online, To
access "The First Battle of Bull
Run,” go to:
<http:/fwww.nysl.nysed.gov/
massc/bullrun /=,
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State Library Hours

Manday through Friday
9am. to5pm.
Saturday 9:30 am. to 5 p.m.
For more Information, call
{518 474-5355 or e-mail
<refserv@mallnysed gov,




